The term Anaphylaxis was coined in 1902 by Eicliet, and, as the word suggests, it was applied to a condition which is the very antithesis of immunity. Much experimental work has enabled the facts to be formulated as follows. Certain organic substances, all of them complex proteins of unknown chemical formula, when introduced for the first time into an organism in sub-toxic or non-toxic doses, have the property of producing after a certain fixed incubation period an excessive sensitiveness to subsequent very small doses of the same substance.
For example, suppose a rabbit be injected with, say, 5 c. One so often read papers where the result appeared to be negative to the reader while the recorder declared it was positive.
Dr Johnstone, in replying, thanked the Society for the patience with which they had listened to his paper and the remarks they had made. One had a certain amount of reluctance in bringing forward a negative paper, but certainly after what had been said that night he felt encouraged to go on.
